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Regional Parties in the Transition to the Democracy
—A Study of Regional Partiesin Contemporary Spain—

Kosei HASEGAWA

This paper deals with the political process of the regional parties in the transition to the
democracy in Spain. The politics in Spain has been shaked between two opposite traditions:a
centralistic tradition and a liberal-democratic and pluralistic tradition. In modern times, when
the democratic tradition has prevailed, power to the autonomy arises greatly. Under the article
151 of the Constitution in contemporary Spain, four regions, Andalusia, Galicia, Catalonia, and
the Basque Country have their own rights to the autonomy. This nationalistic and autonomous
organization and the economic growth have very deep relationships each other. In Catalonia and
the Basque Country, which have got the greatest economic power in all of Spain, regionalistic
and nationalistic parties performed their independent influences. But in Andalusia and Galicia,
relatively poor regions in Spain, autonomous conditions were strictly controlled. At any rate in
the future, Spain, which is delicately balanced between centralistic and federalistic powers, shall
be confronted with the matter of nation-integration.

Key words : regional parties, CiU (Convergéncia i Uni¢), PNV (Partido Nacionalista Vasco),
Catalonia, the Basque Country
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