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Consideration on Changes of Chinese-loan-word verbs which can operate as
both intransitive and transitive verbs

Hayato Yamada

The focus of this paper is the transition in the verbs of the Chinese loan word group

which can be used both as transitive and intransitive verbs in Japanese. Some verbs in

the group appear to have been limited in their usage either as intransitive or transitive

in just a span of fifty years. With surveys conducted over Japanese native speakers as

test subjects and one with the corpus, this paper will show clear evidence of an ongoing

transition in some verbs in the Chinese loan word group in their usage as both intransitive

and transitive.

Key words : Chinese-loan-word verbs, intransitive verbs, transitive verbs, verbs which

can operate as both intransitive and transitive verbs, corpus
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