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The research about the present condition and problems of
the class-observation by the school social workers
~ through a Survey of School Social Workers in B City,A Prefecture ~

Mayumi MARUME - Masafumi KURODA - Yumi NAKAMURA
Masato NODA - Takashi YOSHIDA

The history of school social work in our country has just begun, and the systemization of

academic theories and technics has been developed concurrently and simultaneously with
the accumulation of practices.

As there are no precedent studies on class observations conducted by school social
workers, they are actually groping their ways forward on site.

In this study, we focused on “class observations performed by school social workers”,
and conducted an questionnaire survey with school social workers in city B, prefecture A.
The goal of the survey was to clarify the actual condition of class observations, and reveal
problems.

From the survey results, we found that class observations are being performed
widely among social workers in city B, and that there are two main purposes for class
observations: one is mainly from the viewpoint of prevention, and the other one is to
take action against specific cases. We also found that the information obtained through
class observations is shared with a number of school staff. We also noticed that the social
workers, as professionals in the field of welfare, paid attention to interactions between
individuals and the environment, which we recognized as their original viewpoints for
observation.

On the other hand, various practices are actually performed based on personal
judgements during class observations, and therefore it is difficult to say that specialty has
been established in this field. In order to improve the situation, we suggest that academic
discussions should be done in the entire field of school social work, concerning viewpoints,
ways, and processes of class observations, and that the results of discussions should be
shared with the school staff who ask for class observations.
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