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Case Study of an Accident Involving a Child Using a Hinged Door

Hiromu KURAHASHI

When people are involved in accidents while using products or equipment, compensation
for injury or other loss incurred through such accidents is provided in various ways. In
some cases, compensation is paid under the Product Liability Act, the purpose of which is
to protect accident victims. Some consumers do not know what to do after being involved
in an accident. Naturally, products and equipment are also used by such consumers. Welfare
specialists offer advice and support to those who need social welfare services. I searched
law reports covering cases of facility- and equipment-related accidents for any precedents
concerning both the Product Liability Act and involvement of a social welfare specialist,
and found the following precedent: A child of second grade age, participating in an after-
school care program caught his finger in the gap of a hinged door when using a toilet
booth installed at the program venue; however, the manufacturer of the door could not
be held liable for damage arising from the accident because the toilet booth had no defect
that could be defined as a lack of the degree of safety that the equipment should ordinarily
provide. In this paper, I examine that precedent from social welfare and legal perspectives.
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