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Ortega’s Views of Society and History
— Minorities and Masses —

KOSEI Hasegawa

In this paper, I try to study Ortega’s thoughts of Society and History, refering to
“Invertebrate Spain” (published in 1921) and “The Revolt of the Masses” (1930) etc.
Spanish philosopher, José Ortega v Gasset offers the idea of sound and wholesome society

constituted by the mechanism of exemplariness and obedience. And He also shows

the historical theory of perpetual change between period of kitra - process of national

integration ruled by distinguished minorities or aristocracies - and period of kali - process

of national disintegration dominated by disobedient masses. His views of society and history

may suggest what our society ought to be and its future.

Key words : aristocracies and masses, exemplariness and obedience, periods of kitra and

kali, integration and disintegration, vital sensibility
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