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Problems Facing the Aged Population of China

Hiroko NAKAJIMA. Tomoko NAKASHIMA

The purpose of this paper is to examine the situation of the elderly in China, and unveil
the problems that need to be solved.

In 2015 the elderly will be 15% of the total population in China, more than 200 million.
This means that China will have the largest elderly population in the world. Though China
is known for having the world’'s second largest economy, it also has the second largest
population of poor people in the world. Therefore it has a lot of problems to be solved in
the field of welfare.

One of the problems is the expansion of poverty among the elderly. So far, people have
thought that children should take care of their elderly parents when they are in need.
However, as time went by, because of the “one-child policy” and economic growth, things
have changed. The young have started to think that caring for elderly family members
is not their responsibility or duty. Even though they have the intentions to care of them,
it is difficult for them because many have begun to live separately from their elderly
parents. In these situations, the elderly must be independent and take care of themselves.
However, there are no social security systems or no suitable care homes to support
them. The number of the care homes is very limited and the quality is very low. These
days, the number of people who suffer from dementia is also increasing. There are no
countermeasures against it.

The Chinese government expects the community to care for the elderly. However, there
is no clear vision of what community care should be like. There are a lot of challenges
ahead. Training social workers to care for the elderly is an urgent necessity.

Key words : elderly people in poverty, nursing care by family members, homebound
welfare service, local community, facilities for the elderly
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