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The Ideological Principles and Practices of an NGO
Supporting Street and Working Children in India
— The Activities of the NGO Butterflies —

Hiroko NAKAJIMA Y, Tomoko NAKASHIMA ?

It is estimated that there are approximately 100 million street children in the world and
that the majority of them live in India. However, their lifestyles and circumstances are not
well- known or have not been thoroughly researched.

There are more than 700 NGOs in India supporting street and working children. They
provide them with education and shelter, among other things. However, many of these
NGOs tend to treat them as children who need protection rather than those who have the
power to appeal to society to change their hash circumstances.

The author visited Butterflies, an NGO in India. They regard children as independent
beings who have the right to decide and manage their activities themselves. They put
children in the center of their projects and try to develop their abilities.

This paper reports on the ideological principles of Butterflies, their activities such as
establishing the Child Labor Union, and publishing wall newspapers to advocate for changes
in society such as the acknowledgement of a universal right to survive. In addition, the
paper reports on the opinion of children involved in Butterflies activities.
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