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Dispute over the transaction of perilla-oil in Harima-Nakatsugawa
— Trade in the inland area and collapse of the oil-guild (abura-za, 1 ) in
the middle age

Tadahiko IWAI

From the end of the Heian period to the Kamakura period, the trade of perilla-oil (egoma-
abura £ # Fkll) was monopolized by low-level Shinto-priests (Jinin, #il A ), who belonged
to Ooyamazaki-rikyuu-hachiman-gu shrine (KILIEEE= /UEE) . However, due to econonic
development in the middle age, a new class of peasants who doubled as handicraftsmen and

traders emerged. They attempted to challenge the Jinin' s monopoly, even in a mountain

village like Nakatsugawa. This new movement broken down gradually the old economic

order.
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