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Rofu Miki's newly-discovered essay manuscript,
The Death of My Younger Brother.

Noriko WADA

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to survey 7he Death of My Younger Brother , by Rofu Miki.

Rofu Miki is one of the most famous poets in Japan. His poems and nursery rhymes have been
enjoyed by many Japanese people.

This essay was probably rewritten two times. The manuscript discussed here is the first draff. The
second manuscript was written on the same paper as the first one. The third manuscript was written as
a clean copy to be send to the publisher. But the third manuscript has not been discovered.

This essay was not included in the complete works of Rofu Miki, but was printed as 7he Death of
My Younger Brother in the magazine Kokumin Bungaku (literature for the common people) in
February, 1919.

It expresses deep love for his younger brother Tutomu and is considered masterpiece.

Through this essay, we learn that Tutomu suffered from tuberculosis and came to Rofu's house in
Tokyo for medical treatment, but he died approximately 4 months later. During this time, Rofu wrote
two commentary books on Hokusai's wood block prints to earn money for his younger brother's
treatment. At that time, Rofu was asked to be an editor of children's poetry in the magazine Akaitori .
However, he declined the offer.

Therefore, it is concluded that he lost an important position in children literature because of his love

for his brother.
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