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The Realities of NGO Activities Operated by Japanese Staff
in Uttar Pradesh, India
Part 1: Non-Formal Education

Hiroko NAKAJIMA 1), Tomoko NAKASHIMA 2)

The Indian economy achieved a high growth of 8 to 9 % from 2005 to 2008. One phenomenon that
exhibits this substantial economic growth is the development of the information-technology industry,
which has made India an important center of software development world-wide. However, although
India's economy has been growing rapidly, India is experiencing severe problems, such as an
increasing illiteracy rate, a widening gap between the wealthy and the poor, a severely discriminatory
caste system, religious conflicts, and food crises.

In order to help India cope with these problems, many Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
support Indian people who are facing difficulties. India is called an "NGO country" because it is
supported by a multitude of NGOs.

The author stayed at an NGO center operated by Japanese staff in Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh, for
approximately one month in 1998. The center conducted a Non-Formal Education project, a hand-
pump project, an agricultural project, and a women's empowerment program, among others.

This paper reports on the Non-Formal Education project of the NGO center in Allahabad, and the
difficulties they face while working on the project in different cultures in India.
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