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Effects of the Addition of the Pictures on False Recognition

Masao ENDO

The purpose of this paper is to examine the effects of distinctiveness on performance during the Deese-

Roediger-McDermott recognition test (Roediger and McDermott, 1995) by manipulating the encoding

type. We presented subjects with lists of semantically related words, followed by a recognition test.

The test was composed of studied words, related non-studied words (critical lures), and unrelated non-

studied words. In the experiment, one group of participants was presented with auditory items (no-

picture condition), a second group was presented with related pictures (related-picture condition), and

a third group was presented with unrelated pictures (unrelated-picture condition). The participants

with related and unrelated pictures reduced their false alarm rate for the critical lures. Our results

demonstrate that the addition of pictures can reduce the level of false recognition.
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