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A Study on the Life and Achievements by Tokusaburo Hachihama,
the Pioneer of Employment Exchange

Michiko HIGUCHI

0 Tokusaburo Hachihama was born at Kasaoka-cho, Oda-gun in Bitchu-kokul now, Kasaoka
City, Okayama Prefecturel] in 1871 O Meiji 40. After he worked at a cocoonery laboratory
as a student, and learned its technical skills, he came back to his native town and took an
active part in a learning school as an instructor. Just then, a church was built in Kasaoka
City and there he was baptized at the age of 21 and he entered the special course of divinity
at Doshisha University at the age of 23. After many turns and twists, he understood the
Christian truth.While Hachihama had close contacts with Kosuke Tomeoka from the same
town, he issued Kiristokyo Shinbun and made a survey of indigent people as a part-time
employee of the Ministryof Home Affairs.

OIn 1909 O Meiji 420 the New York State employment agency was established and in
England the first Labor Exchane Law was proclaimed. At the same time in Japan, Tokusaburo
established the social welfare home at the age of 39 during his mission work as a minister.
He set to social work giving employment and employment reference for jobless persons
coming to the church.At this time he built up the foundation of his social worker as a
philanthropist.

0 After that he engaged in the Osaka Municipal employment agency as a part-time employee
and then he followed the public and private employment agencies. And also he took part in
the establishment of social work and the guidance of the unemployed workers.

O1In the first half of his lifetime he worked as a minister and in the latter half as a social
enterpriser. He saw the lower-class poverty with his own eye and tried to find a sure means
of living for a lot of people, saying There is no social work without religious morals.” from
a humanitarian standpoint of Christianity and as a social reformer.
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