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From Rationalism to Ratiovitalism
O Thought Thread of Ortega’s Criticism to RationalismO

Kosei HASEGAWA

*J. Ortega y Gasset, a Spanish philosopher, for the first half of his life, investigated his philosophical
situation of ratiovitalism, criticizing the modern rationalism in his book of “Modern Time” published in
1923. He accepted the historical mission of his generation at the altitude of time and tried to establish the
philosophy of vital reason in order to get over the current of thoughts in modern times. According to the
opinion of Ortega, the reason was discovered by Socrates in Greek B. C. 5 c., and afterwards spontaneous
lives of Europeans had been controlled by the reason. But in our times the Europeans feel and know the
limits of reason and begin to live their spontaneous lives. Therefore, Ortega advocates the vital reason
which integrates cultural and vital imperatives, criticizing the excess and surplus of rationalism and putting
together workings of reason into brief five points. And He offers dual system of vital reason which consists
of cultural imperative (truth, goodness and beauty) and vital one (sincerity, impetus and satisfaction). His
philosophy of human life has fertile and diversified characters ; altruism, generosity, ironical and
transparent quality of cristal, sufficiency, positive value and negative one or nobility and vulgarness,
sportfulness and perspectivism. Moreover, Ortega developed this vital reason into historical reason for the
second half of his life.

Key words[ rationalism ratiovitalism{J reason(] vital reason(] human life
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