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Aiming at the Expansion of the Employmentgort System for Peosis with Disabilities

Shusaku YASUI

Within the past 30 years, the Efogment Promotion and VocatiohRehabilitation Scheme for Persons
with Disabilities has been strengthened. However raaingents covering the employment situation of the
severely disabled has not been sufficient, in both quantity as well as quality.

To address this matter, in April 2001, the Industngdd abour Division of Hyogo Prefecture established
the “Employment Support Network Examination Coittee for Persons with Disabilities” (chairperson,
Professor Shusaku Yasui of Kinki Welfare University), and proposed new policies for them in March 2002.

The proposed points, based upon the viewpoint of “supported employment” introduced in the U. S., are :
1. Persons with disabilities requiring on—going amdldw—along support in both work and daily living

levels,

2. Concerning this support, an Employment Support Network at prefectural and 10 local area levels should
be established under close cooperation with related organizations.

For these networks to function well, the vocetal rehabilitation laws (which define occupational
restrictions and difficulties of persons with sdbilities; the process ofocational rehabilitation ;
professionals involved in these processes and saloo)ld be newly enforced, as well as labour related
laws and ordinances should be applied to persmith disabilities who are working in sheltered

employment as soon as possible.

Key wordsO supported employment, on—going and follow-along support, Employment Support Network,

sheltered employment
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