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A Survey of Personal Interests and Attitudes for Nature and Environmental Issues of Kindergarten Teachers

Michiko INOUE

O Summary]

A survey of kindergarten teachers researchedyod® Prefecture, Japan, in 1997 revealed that (1) the
kindergarten teachers highly concetrigoth nature and environmental issu whereas (2) their interests
did not reflect in their attitudes. From these resulteyt seemed insufficient to practice environmental
education in the kindergarten class activities. Hegre compared with the results of the junior college
students majoring in early childhood education [Inoue & Tajiri (1999)], the present survey showed more
concern and more positive attitudes. This differeneg ime due to self-awareness and responsibility of the
kindergarten teachers. Therefore, if the recurreracher education programs contained the basics of
environmental education at early childhood leveljsitmeaningful to motivate the teachers to practice
environmental education in theridergarten class activities. For ghithe opportunities for the recurrent

education should be assured to the teachers.
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