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“The Best Interests of the Child” in Child and Family Welfare:

A Discussion of Family Intervention

Kiichi Nakata

This paper examines the position of the right to express one’s opinion in the context of

the debate on child and family welfare, which has been changing rapidly in recent years.
In the context of children’s self-determination in the field of child and family welfare, the
concept of the best interest of the child has been critically discussed from the standpoint
of governance theory, as it tends to be expert-oriented. On the other hand, in recent years,
arguments that are not simply supportive have emerged from the support theory in the
field of social welfare. Therefore, this paper will focus on the proceedings of the Working
Team on the Protection of Children’s Rights, which is currently being discussed at the
Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, to explore the nexus between the governance and

support theories of the “best interests of the child”.
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