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Historical Crisis in the Ancient Times
— Ortega’s View on Decline of Roman Empire —

Kosei HASEGAWA

*In this paper, I try to study Ortega’s view on Decline of the ancient Roman Empire.
History of the Romans has Roman myths, Imperial rule, Republican Government and
Imperial Government from the birth in B.C.8 to the death in A.D.5. Ortega offers five causes
of the collapse of this Empire, that is to say, economic depression, political disintegration,
extinction of social concord, loss of freedom and pseudo-legitimacies. This historical crisis
had continued over a long period from B.C.1 to A.D.4. The whole span of this Empire
experienced lapse of slavery, separation between Italy and provinces, radical discord as to
who shall rule, change from life as freedom to life as adaptation and illegitimacy of rule, etc.
With invasion of the Germanic peoples, Roman Empire went to ruin, and the Christianity
growing within this Empire opened the way to medieval European society.

Key words : lapse of slavery, political disintegration, extinction of concord, loss of freedom,
illegitimacy
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